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Daimer AG v. Bauman (January 14, 2014) --- S.Ct. ---- , WL 113486
Supreme Court rules for Daimler in Argentina human rights. DaimlerChrysler AG does
not have to face suit in California for alleged human rights violations by a subsidiary that
took place entirely in Argentina. The US Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit ruled for
Barbara Bauman, who represented 21 Argentine residents, allowing them to bring suit for
the actions of Mercedes-Benz Argentina, a Daimler subsidiary, during the nation's 19761983 ‘Dirty War”. The plaintiffs claim that Mercedes-Benz Argentina collaborated with
state security forces to kidnap, detain, torture and kill certain MB Argentina workers that
are either named as plaintiffs or were closely related to the plaintiffs. They argue that
business activities in California by Mercedes-Benz USA as a subsidiary of Daimler
should permit the filing of a lawsuit because of an important agency relationship between
Mercedes-Benz USA and Daimler. But the Supreme Court held that Daimler is not
amenable to suit in California for injuries allegedly caused by conduct of Mercedes-Benz
Argentina that took place entirely outside the US.
Jones v. United Kingdom (January 14, 2014, application no. 34356/06 & 40528/06)
European Court of Human Rights upholds state immunity in case involving allegations of
torture. The case concerned the UK House of Lord’s decision to accord state immunity in
civil proceedings brought in the UK, against Saudi Arabia and Saudi Arabian officials, by
British nationals who alleged they had been tortured in Saudi Arabia. The European
Court of Human Rights has today upheld that decision of the House of Lords. The
chamber of the Court held by six votes to one that the granting of immunity to Saudi
Arabia and its state officials in civil proceedings reflected generally recognized rules of
public international law. Therefore, dismissal of the case by the English courts on
grounds of state immunity did not amount to a violation of Article 6 (1) of the European
Convention on Human Rights which guarantees a right of access to court. In particular,
the Chamber held that there was no access to court.
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In Re Sergio Garcia on Admission (January 2, 2014) --- P.3d ---- WL 24011
The California Supreme Court ruled that Sergio C. Garcia, an undocumented lawyer who
had passed the state's bar exam five years ago but could not practice law due to his
immigration status, would be granted admission to the state's bar. The court admitted
Sergio Garcia based on a new California statute (Business and Professions Code section
6064) which grants the court discretion to admit any individual "who is not lawfully
present in the United States" that fulfills all the requirements for admission. Garcia, who
was born in Mexico and brought to the US almost 20 years ago is eligible to adjust his
immigration status to attain lawful permanent resident when an immigration visa number
becomes available. However, he is still waiting for adjustment due to the high demand for
visas for Mexican citizens.
Sachs v. Republic of Austria (9th Cir. 2013) 737 F.3d 584
Traveler who lost her legs while boarding train in Austria may sue Austrian government
based on her online purchase of Eurorail pass.
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